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universities and research institutes, scientific misconduct has become an issue of general 
interest over  the past decade  in  Japan.  In 2006,  the  Japanese government  issued  the 
‘Guideline  for Responses  to Research Misconduct’, and  the Science Council of Japan 
adopted the ‘Code of Conduct of Scientists’. The procedures used to address allegations of 
scientific misconduct have been rapidly formulated at universities and research institutes 
over recent years. Since  the established system is basically directed at misconduct  that 





impact on scientific activities. The National Academy of Science in the United States called 
those problematic research practices “questionable research practices (QRP)” in a report 
entitled Responsible Science (1992) and recommended that the scientific community take 
action  to discourage  them.  In contrast  to  the methods  taken  to address FFP,  focus was 
put on prevention via education and improvement of  the research environment. Notably, 
the adopted approach not only discourages QRP but also encourages responsible conduct 
and excellent research activities. Shamoo and Resnik’s Responsible Conduct of Research 
(2003),  i.e., a  textbook on research  integrity, could be also read as a  textbook to foster 
competencies and skills that are indispensable for highly qualified researchers.
  Based on an examination of  the approaches  to address misconduct  issues,  three 
findings were revealed. First, misconduct  issues should not be viewed as peripheral or 
exceptional  incidents but as problems closely  related  to ordinary scientific activities. 
Second, efforts should be made to discourage problematic practices and enhance responsible 
research. Finally, such efforts would also enhance legitimate research activities per se.
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